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Thank you to everyone for your faithful giving during this time of
sheltering. Our bills and payroll are being paid and it is because of
your commitment to First Presbyterian. Thanks for all you do!!

Your session held an on-line meeting on May 25. The big topic on the agenda
was the question of when and how to resume in-person worship at First Presbyterian.
You are probably aware of the polite discussions of “re-opening” going on around the
country and state-to-state.
The Session’s decision was not to resume in-person worship at this time. Here are the
considerations that went into this decision:
Illinois as a whole is still under the Governor’s stay-at-home order until May 29. At that time
all regions of the state will be under phase three of the Public Health Department’s plan for slowly
reopening the state. Certain types of businesses which have been restricted will be able to resume
operations with precautions. However, gatherings will still be restricted to 10 or fewer, and face
coverings and social distancing will still be in effect.
Last Friday the CDC issued guidelines for faith communities to resume meeting. The
recommendations are stringent, including face covering, social distancing, rigorous disinfecting, no use
of shared materials (like offering plates or communion trays), and most importantly encouraging
people in higher risk categories to stay home. Since age is one of the risk factors, the Session feels it
would be irresponsible to resume in-person worship at this time, given the age of many of our
members.
We believe that Christ’s intention is that we “love our neighbors” and not do anything that
would put the health of our members at unnecessary risk.
Session did not set any definite future dates. The situation is still unfolding. Session will meet
again at their regular time on June 17 and reevaluate at that time.
In the meantime, take care of yourselves. Wash your hands. Avoid unnecessary trips to public
places, and when you do go out wear a face covering and keep social distance of 6 feet. If you have
any concern about exposure to the COVID-19 virus, testing is available. Call the Hammond-Henry
COVID-19 hotline (944-9198) to set up an appointment to get tested.
Remember that we have evening prayer each weekday evening on our Facebook page at 7:00
p.m. and virtual morning worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. At some point we may try a Zoom event
for worship so we can actually see each other.
We show our love for each other by caring for each other. Even though we are not meeting
together we are still the body of Christ and the well-being of the whole body is our primary concern.
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Names listed are celebrating
birthdays and anniversaries.
Best Wishes and God Bless
Your Special Day!
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Send a card or make a call. Stay connected to our church friends!
1

2
Donna Lambin
Betty Kinzer

7 Trinity Sunday

8

9

Don & Beth Simpson

10

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

Marcia Fleming

Steve & Pam Durian

14 2nd Sunday after Pentecost

15

16

17
Beth Simpson

21 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

22

Don & Maureen Ford

28 4th Sunday after Pentecost

11

Rev. David & Sharon
Esche

29

23

6:30 pm Session

24

Virginia Nelson

Ethan Durian
Akshay Mathew

Roger & Karen
Stancliff

30
Mark Schafer

Best Wishes to Rev. Tim and Kathy Doty
who were married on May 16, 2020.

Prayers for: Gen Atwell, Dennis & JoLynn Carton (S. Hein), Linda Edwards (D. Simpson),
Rev. Dave Esche, Lauretta Greene, Chuck & Barb, Grunwald, Sandy, Shane & Terry Haas
(D. Simpson), Chuck Hein, Phyllis Keag, Reid McDonald (Don Griffith), Naida Moburg,
Virginia Nelson, Jonna Schafer, Don Simpson, Joann Skelton, Joyce Will, Nellie Wright and those living
& serving in areas of conflict.
Our Christian sympathy is extended to the family of Janice Thurston who passed away on June 26, 2019.

