July, 2020
Volume 40, No. 7
133 East North Street
Geneseo, IL 61254
Address Service Requested

Prayers for: Gen Atwell, Dennis & JoLynn Carton (S. Hein), Linda Edwards (D. Simpson),
Rev. Dave Esche, Lauretta Greene, Chuck & Barb, Grunwald, Sandy, Shane & Terry Haas
(D. Simpson), Chuck Hein, Phyllis Keag, Reid McDonald (Don Griffith), Naida Moburg,
Virginia Nelson, Jonna Schafer, Don Simpson, Joann Skelton, Joyce Will, Nellie Wright and those living
& serving in areas of conflict.

The Grapevine
I found this prayer in my Oxford Book of Prayer, and it seemed
appropriate for the times.
A prayer inscribed over the door of a Christian hospital,
written by Bishop Thomas Ken (1637-1711)
O God,
Make the door of this house wide enough to receive all who need human love and
fellowship, and a heavenly Father’s care;
And narrow enough to shut out all envy, pride and hate.
Make its threshold smooth enough to be no stumbling-block to children, nor to
straying feet;

But rugged enough to turn back the tempter’s power.
Make it a gateway to thine eternal kingdom.

A big thank you to
everyone who
contributed to the
Boiler Repair Fund.
A new boiler is in place
and will provide lots of
welcome heat next winter.

During this time of quarantine, our Geneseo Food
Pantry has been unable to be open. Session voted to
raise money to help sustain them during this time. A
starting contribution of $500 is being authorized by Session and
they encourage you to contribute also by sending a contribution
to the church office in the month of July. Your check can be
made out to First Presbyterian. We want to keep our food
pantry going strong in the months ahead. Thank you.
First Presbyterian Church

133 E North St., Geneseo, IL; 309-944-5189
fpcgeneseo@gmail.com; www.geneseofpc.org
Rev. Tim Doty, Pastor
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Best Wishes and God Bless
Your Special Day!

Congratulations to Ethan Durian on his graduation from Geneseo High
School. He will be completing the Welding Program at Black Hawk
College this summer. Good Luck and God Bless!

Names listed are celebrating
birthdays and anniversaries.

Remember that we have evening prayer each weekday evening on our Facebook page at
7:00 p.m. and virtual morning worship on Sundays at 10:30 a.m. Starting Sunday, June 21, the
worship services will be recorded in our sanctuary (without congregation) and we will work on
adding music to the service. The video recording can be burned to a DVD. These can be
distributed to members that do not have Internet access. We will also look at other alternatives
to enhance worship through technology.

Send a card or make a call.
Stay connected to our church friends!

We believe that Christ’s intention is that we “love our neighbors” and not do anything
that would put the health of our members at unnecessary risk.
Session will hold their next regular meeting on July 15 and reopening in-person worship
will again be an important topic of discussion. In the meantime, take care of yourselves. Wash
your hands. Avoid unnecessary trips to public places, and when you do go out wear a face covering and keep social distance of 6 feet. If you have any concern about exposure to the COVID-19
virus, testing is available. Call the Hammond-Henry COVID-19 hotline (944-9198) to set up an
appointment to get tested.
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Illinois as a whole is still in Phase 3 of the reopening program. The Governor has
announced that the trends favor entering Phase 4 on June 26. But, as we know from the
experiences of other states, there is no guarantee that the favorable trends will continue. Under
Phase 4, gatherings of 50 or fewer are permitted, with precautions including face coverings and
social distancing. HOWEVER the guidelines for reopening places of worship from the CDC,
the Illinois Department of Public Health and the Presbyterian Church (USA) all emphasize that
gatherings should include stringent precautions such as cleaning and sanitizing and avoiding use
of objects that might be touched by more than one person. In addition, services should
exclude singing or congregational responses. Even gatherings that abide by the guidelines can be
dangerous for persons in the highest risk groups, those over 55 and people with other health
conditions. Given the age of many of our members the Session feels that this is not the right
time to resume in-person worship.

1

The Session’s decision was not to resume in-person worship at this time, or to set a
definite future date. Here are the considerations that went into this decision:
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Your session held its regular meeting on June 17. All members were present and we wore
masks and observed social distancing. Once again a major topic on the agenda was the question
of when and how to resume in-person worship at First Presbyterian.
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Barbara Asay, Gary Asay, Ron Brossman, Steve Durian, Don Ford, Cathy Hadley,
Sue Schafer, Roger Stancliff, Pastor Tim Doty

First Presbyterian Church
309-944-5189
Office Hours: Tues-Friday
10:00 am-Noon
Pastor Tim: T-TH. 9:30 am-1:30 pm

Session Members

